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Discussion 
Why do students need to learn 

writing in class? 

What are the differences between 
in-class and real-life writing? 



Why do Ss write in class? 
 For long-term needs, writing is the least important 

skills for many Ss 

 Main purpose of writing:  

 For study purposes and exam skill 

 For long-term needs 



The nature of writing in reality 

Differences of teaching writing in the classroom and 
in reality:  

 In ELT classroom, writing is often seen as a means 
to consolidate language that is recently studied, as 
“writing as language learning”, and thus is 
pseudo writing.  

 

 

 In reality, most writing is for communication, i.e., 
to convey messages or for self creation, e.g. writing 
poems.  



 In ELT classrooms, especially in traditional 
pedagogy, writing often goes this way: the teacher 
gives a topic or a selection of topics, a set of 
requirements, and a time limit. Accuracy of the 
final product is stressed and the process is ignored.  

 

 

 In reality, we may have some ideas long before we 
put them on paper. We often plan, draft, and 
rewrite.  



 If writing tasks lack authenticity, they do 
not motivate students.  

 If writing tasks focus on the product 
rather than on the process, they do not 
help students to develop real writing 
skills.  

Therefore we should advocate authentic 
writing, and we should advocate the 
process approach to writing.  



Communicative approach to writing 
To motivate students, it is necessary to engage them in 

some act of communication.  

 Either writing for a specific recipient (e.g. a letter to a 
friend), or:  

 Engaging in an act of creative writing where their work 
is intended to be read by other people.  





Controlled writing 
Mechanical writing 

• Teaching 
handwriting 

• Teaching individual 
letters 

• Writing words 

• Copying words 

 If Ss’s own language uses a 
different writing system to 
English, the first task will be 
to master English 
handwriting. 

 Earliest activities: copying 
letters, letter combinations, 
words and simple sentences 



Controlled writing 
Moving beyond 
copying 

 

 Give Ss exercises that require 
them to think and add 
something of their own 

 Exercises are still controlled so 
that Ss do not make too many 
mistakes 
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Meaningful writing activities 
Gap-filling 

 



Meaningful writing activities 
Re-ordering words 

 



Meaningful writing activities 
Substitution 

 



Meaningful writing activities 
Correct the facts 

 



Dictation 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of dictation as writing exercise 



Making dictation meaningful 





Problems of free writing 
 Discussion: Imagine giving this writing task to a class 

of intermediate level students. Discuss what problems 
might be involved in giving a completely free writing 
task like this. 

 

 Write a paragraph, describing your town or village 



Guided writing 
 Ss need to progress beyond very controlled writing 

exercises to freer paragraph writing. T helps them by 

 Giving a short text as a model 

 Doing oral preparation for the writing 



Guided writing 
Giving a short text as a model 

Discuss what difficulties students might have in doing the exercises. What 
preparation might be necessary? 



Guided writing 
Giving a short text as a model 

Discuss what difficulties students might have in doing the exercises. What 
preparation might be necessary? 

 Problems of giving a model 
text: 

 Ss may lack vocabulary to 
express themselves 

 Finding suitable model text 
can be hard 



Guided writing 
Doing oral preparation for the 
writing: 

 

• Ss make suggestions.  

 

• T builds up an outline or a 
list of key expressions on the 
board. 

 

• Ss use these suggestions as a 
basis for their writing 

 Advantages 

 It’s flexible: It can be done in 
different ways according to 
the interests and ability of the 
class 

 Ideas about what to write 
come from students 
themselves -> more 
interesting and involving 

 It does not require specially-
prepared texts or other 
materials 



Guided writing 
Doing oral preparation 
for the writing: 

 





Stages of a writing task 



Stages for a forty five-minute lesson 





Controlled writing 



Basic procedure for correcting 
simple written work in class 
1. T writes correct answers on the board or gets Ss to 

come out and write them. If spelling is not 
important, T can go through answers orally 

2. As T gives the answers, Ss correct their own work and 
T moves around the class to supervise what they are 
doing; or Ss exchange books and correct each other’s 
work 

3. When T notices errors made by a number of Ss, draw 
attention to these for the whole class 



Guided writing: correcting positively 
and effectively 



Class observation 
From the demo movie of a writing class at Bui Thi Xuan 
high school, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the 
techniques and activities the teacher used. 


